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TLAD ROLES 
 

DISCIPLINE TASK APPLICATION 

HISTORY 

His tor ians s tudy r ecords of  
events and prepare wr i t t en 
accounts based on my 
research.  They at temp t to 
exp la i n the causes  and e f fec t s  
o f  events and of fer  
in terpre ta t ions  o f  them.  

THINK LIKE A HISTORIAN 

 use p r imar y so ur ces and  second ary  sources  to  l ear n b as ic  i nformat io n and the  s tate 
o f  cu rrent  k nowledg e.   

 decip her  and inte rpret  do cum ents  and ob j ects .   

 rout i nel y mast er  sk i l ls  f rom  othe r d is cip l ines ,  rang i ng f rom  art  his tor y archaeo logy  to  
s tat is t ics  and  eco nomi cs .   

 ext ract  s tat is t ica l  inform at ion  f rom or ig i nal  re cords and  t rans late  i t  into  a  form that  
computers  can  read and anal yze.  

SOCIOLOGY 

Soc io log i s ts study the 
ind iv idua ls,  groups,  and 
inst i t u t ions tha t make up human 
soc iet y .  

THINK LIKE A SOCIOLOGIST 

 observe  and r ecord  how peop le  re l ate to  o ne  another and  to  their  envi ro nments .   

 study t he  format io n o f  gro ups ;  the causes o f  va r io us forms o f  so ci a l  b ehavior ;  and  
the ro le o f  churches ,  s choo ls ,  and ot her  i ns t i tut io ns w ith in  a so ci ety.  

 examine  re l at ions hips  amo ng i nd i vid ua ls  and  groups  i n ord er to  d etermine the ir  ef fect  
on t he o ver al l  f unct ion  o f  the soc iety.  

 formulate  theo r ies  based  on  obser vat io ns o f  var ious  aspects  o f  so ci ety.  

 use t hree ch ief  s cient i f i c met hods to  tes t  thes e theor i es :  sur ve ys ,  cont ro l led 
exper im ents ,  and  f ie ld  obser vat io ns .  

LINGUISTICS 

Linguists study the sounds, words, 
phrases, and sentences that make up 
languages. They also study how history 
and culture affect languages. 

THINK LIKE A LINGUIST 

 trace how languages and language families develop, where words come from, and how words get invented. 

 study languages that are spoken today as well as “dead” languages, such as Latin, which are no longer 
spoken.  

 consider the way modern languages change and are influenced by cultural trends.  

 study sign language and how gestures are used to communicate thoughts and ideas. 

PHILOSOPHY 

A philosopher is one who seeks wisdom 
or enlightenment: a reflective thinker: 
SCHOLAR, INVESTIGATOR, traditionally, 
thought of as a person whose chief 
interest is in attempting to discover the 
innermost essence of reality. 

THINK L IKE A  PHILOSOPHER 

 synthesizing knowledge, attempt to give us theory of human destiny. 

 facilitates or makes meeting trouble with equanimity easier  

 consider essential questions for not only discussion, but also discovery and enlightenment 

PSYCHOLOGY 
* 

Psychologists study the mental or 
behavioral processes and 
characteristics of an individual or 
group. They study the mind and 
behavior in relation to a particular field 
of knowledge or activity.  

THINK LIKE A PSYCHOLOGIST 

 diagnos e and prov ide t r eatment  o f  mental  d isord ers  [ cl i ni ca l]  

 appl ies  psycho log i cal  theory  and r esear ch met hods 

 cons ider t he  group d ynamics  and ot her aspects  o f  hum an behavior  in  i t s  socia l  and 
cu ltura l  s et t ing [so ci a l]  

 deals  w ith  behavior  as  i t  d i f f ers  f rom  one speci es  o f  anim al to  another  [comparat ive]  

 cons ider a w ide sp ect r um of  issues and fa ctors ,  compr is i ng lea rn ing,  cog nit io n,  
inte l l igence,  mot i vat io n,  emot io n,  p ercept ion,  perso nal i t y,  menta l  d isord e rs ,  and  the  
s tudy o f  the  extent  to  wh ich ind ivi dua l d i f f erences  ar e i nher i t ed  or  are  shaped 
enviro nmental l y  [b ehav ior  genet ics]  
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TLAD OVERVIEW [CONTINUED] 
 

DISCIPLINE TASK APPLICATION 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
* 

Anthropology i s the study of  
humanit y  and human cul t ure,  
focus ing on a l l  soc ie t ie s and a l l  
aspect s o f  human phys ica l ,  
soc ia l ,  and cu l t ura l  l i fe ,  
inc l ud ing the st rateg ie s  for  
l iv i ng tha t people l earn and 
share as member s of  so c ia l  
groups.   

THINK LIKE AN ANTHROPOLOGIST 

 examine  the  char acte r is t i cs  that  human bei ngs s har e  as  members  o f  a  s i ng le speci es  

 examine  the  di verse  ways  t hat  peop le  l i ve  i n d i f f er ent  envir onments  

 examine  the  prod ucts  o f  so ci a l  g roups ,  s uch  as  b el i e f s  and val ues ,  s ys temat ica l ly  
observi ng for  gener al  p at terns  i n hum an behavior  

 deve lop theor i es  and use  sc ient i f ic  methods  to  tes t  t hem 

 determine how p eop le  w ho s har e a  cult ure  vi ew t hei r  wor ld 

GEOGRAPHY 

Geography is the study of the location 
and distribution of living things and the 
earth features among which they live. 
Geographers study where people, 
animals, and plants live and their 
relationships with rivers, deserts, and 
other earth features.  

THINK LIKE A GEOGRAPHER 

 examine  the  char acte r is t i cs  that  human bei ngs s har e as  members  o f  a  s i ng le speci es  

 examine  where  the  feat ures  o f  eart h a re located,  how t hey  came to  be t here,  and w hy 
their  lo cat io n is  important .   

 search for  pat ter ns  i n  the  d is t r ib ut io n o f  fe atur es  o ver t he  eart h’s  s ur face and seek 
to  d isco ver  the  reasons  for  the pat ter ns .   

 search for  pat ter ns  i n  human e co nomi c,  po l i t ica l ,  and so ci a l  act i v i t i es  and  t ry to  f ind  
out  w hy  thes e pat ter ns  ex is t .   

 speculate  the  forces  that  create  and change t he landscape.   

 exp lore  how hum an bei ngs change t he  eart h and  the  ways in  wh ich t he  sur face  o f  the  
earth  has chang ed o ver  t ime.  

POLITICAL  
SCIENCE 

* 

Political Scientists study government 
and political processes, institutions, 
and behavior. They deal with questions 
closely associated with political theory.  

THINK LIKE A POLITICAL SCIENTIST 

 use po l i t i ca l  co ncepts  and  models  that  are  sub je ct  to  emp ir i ca l  va l id at ion  and  that  
may b e emp loyed i n so lv ing  pra ct ica l  po l i t i ca l  prob lems.  

 cons ider po l i t i ca l  theor i es  such as  abso l ut ism,  act i v ism,  a l ie nat ion,  cl ass  s t rugg le,  
exp lo i tat io n,  human natu re,  imp er ia l ism,  l iber al ism,  po l i t i ca l  cor rect ness ,  racism,  
socia l  Da rwinism,  and/or  yo ur  own  theory  [a lso  co ns id er us i ng 
http://www.politicsprofessor.com/politicaltheories.php for  more  theor ies]  

 apply  theo ry  to  i nterpr et  and br ing  unde rs tand ing  

ECONOMICS 
* 

Economists used to say, with Alfred 
Marshall, the great English economist, 
that economics is “a study of mankind 
in the ordinary business of life; Another 
English economist, Lionel Robbins, has 
more recently defined economics as 
“the science which studies human 
behavior as a relationship between 
(given) ends and scarce means which 
have alternative uses.” 

THINK LIKE AN ECONOMIST 

 examine that part of individual and social action which is most closely connected with the attainment and 
with the use of the material requisites of wellbeing  

 seek to analyze the forces determining prices—not only the prices of goods and services but also the 
prices of the resources used to produce them.  

 discover what it is that governs the way in which men, machines, and land are combined in production and 
that determines how buyers and sellers are brought together in a functioning market. Prices of various 
things must be interrelated; how does such a “price system” or “market mechanism” hang together, and 
what are the conditions necessary for its survival? 

 consider “development economics,” which examines the attitudes and institutions supporting economic 
activity as well as the process of development itself. The economist is concerned with the factors 
responsible for self-sustaining economic growth and with the extent to which these factors can be 
manipulated by public policy. 

 assess the ef fe cts  o f  go ver nmental  m eas ures s uch  as  t axes ,  m inim um-wage laws ,  rent  
cont ro ls ,  tar i f f s ,  changes  i n i nter est  rates ,  changes in  the go ver nment  b udget ,  etc.  
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TLAD FRAYER MODEL [ADAPTED] 

 
THE ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE:  

THINK LIKE A ______________________ 
DEFINITION 
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What  do you have for further study or discussion 
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